
June 1, 2021 

The Grapevine 

 About a week and a half ago I was on a conference call with the Chief of Staff and 
department directors.  It was a weekly call intended to keep up to speed on what’s happening in the 
office and to pass on new procedures and policies.  When it was my turn to speak I said I didn’t  have 
anything to say related to legal counsel operations but I wanted to point out that the next week both 
Lynda and I would be on vacation.  I said “Lynda will be on a beach in Florida and I will be riding a 
motorcycle through thunderstorms in Texas.  Draw your own conclusions.”  Being a practical man 
who gets right to the important aspects of any issue, the Chief of Staff asked me if my life insurance 
was paid up.  

I couldn’t know for certain that we would be riding through thunderstorms but given the past 
relationship between our rides and rain, it was a reasonable prediction. The group I ride with brings 
rain most places we go.  We have brought rain to drought stricken areas, helped put out a forest fire, 
and caused a downpour in the desert.  So when I ride I always have with me a full face cover helmet, 
a rain suit, waterproof boots, and several pairs of gloves.  And on my jacket I have a guardian angel 
riding with me in the form of an angel pin Lynda gave me and in my saddlebags I have a bible.  

  It is not always possible to avoid the storms in our lives.  There will be some rough roads and 
some unexpected detours.  There will be times when a turn off is missed, requiring backtracking and 
starting over.  There will even be times when the bike will go down and you have to crawl out from 
under it, stand it back up, and get back to riding.  

  When these things happen we need to use all of the worldly resources – the helmets, rain 
suits, boots and gloves – we have available to get back on course and back up to speed.  But we 
also need to remember the truest guiding light will come from the guardian angels and bibles in our 
lives, from prayers for spiritual guidance and comfort, and from remaining faithful throughout.  

By the way, we did get rained on, and my life insurance was paid up. 

 

Elder Meditation—Nathan Maddox 

Graduation 

Sunday  

ECWF will be hosting our Graduation Sunday on June 6th.  It will be held after the 8:00 AM 

worship.(8:45 to 9:15 AM).  We will be having cookies and punch. Our graduates are High 

School Graduates, Evelyn Heady and A.J.Armour; Elementary Graduate, Analiese Holmes 

Criss; Kindergarten Graduate, Madison Ball-Funneman; and Ph.D graduate, Elizabeth 

Jones. If you wish to give graduation cards, please feel free to bring them to church. 

        Thank you,  

         ECWF 



 

Margaret Woodall’s 101st 

Birthday!

Margaret will be 101 on June 19th.  Plans are being arranged with the Eastern Star 
Home in Macon, IL.  The home is requiring a number of people who would be 
participating.  As of now we are hoping the weather is nice in order for Margaret to 
come out side.  We anticipate those who attend would all have a chance to speak with 
Margaret (at a distance).  It is about a 45-minute drive.  We would carpool from the 
church June 19th.  The time has not been determined.  If you can’t join us, we will have 
a basket at church for cards or Margaret’s address is: 9890 Star Lane, P.O. Box 317, 
Macon, IL 62544.  If you would like go to the home, call Gayle 217-787-4702 or 
email gayleburg@yahoo.com. 

Cards of Appreciation for Rachel

Cards and expressions of appreciation for Rachel's service at 
Parkway Christian Church will be collected through Sunday, 
June 6th.  Sherri Noel will collect the cards and notes as well 
as deliver them. Look for a basket for the collection in church the next 
two Sundays or see Sherri at the 10:30 service. 

 Jim and Rita met at Eureka College and got married in 1966. Jim was drafted and 
served in Vietnam and when he returned, they took a break from church. The family 
attended the first worship service for Evangel Cristian Church which was later renamed 
Parkway Christian Church. Little did Jim and Rita realize this was seminary training for 
both of them. After 15 years at PCC, Jim was called as a temporary lay pastor at 
Chandlerville Christian Church. After 20 years, Jim retired from this “temporary” position, 
and Jim and Rita returned to PCC. Jim and Rita were blessed with 54 years of marriage, 
two terrific sons and daughter-in-laws, two granddaughters, two grandsons, and two 
supportive families (Watermans and Millspaughs), as well as two loving church families 
(Parkway Christian Church and Chandlerville Christian Church). Jim was recognized as a 
honored minister when he retired from Chandlerville and was honored by Parkway as 
Elder Emeritus. These are just a few of the events in Jim and Rita’s 54 years of marriage. 
There are so many stories- some I know, but some on you know. Please and come and 
share them on June 13

th
, and if possible write them down so Rita and the family can read 

and remember. 

Celebration of Life 

Jimmy L. Waterman 

June 13, 2021 2pm-4pm 

Please come to remember and celebrate life 
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CHURCH CALENDAR  

Tuesday,  June 1 

ECWF, 6:30PM 

Thursday, June 3 

Diaconate, 7:00PM 

Saturday June 5 

ECWF Kitchen Cleanup, 9 AM 

Tuesday, June 7 

Evangelism, 6:30PM 

Tuesday, June 15 

Board Meeting, 7 PM 

Did you know that underwear and socks are the most requested 
but least donated items to non-profit organizations?  These 
basic items are truly treasures to those who receive 
them.  Therefore Parkway will be collecting these items for the 
Phoenix Center on the following Sundays in June…6

th
, 13

th
, and 

20
th
. 

We will be collecting all sizes of men’s and women’s underwear 
and socks, as well as laundry pods and dryer sheets.  A table 
will be set-up at the back of the church to collect these 
items.  Also, if you would like to give a monetary donation 
please indicate “UndySunday” in the memo line of you check. 

     Thank you,  

      Diaconate 

Undy Sunday is Back!

Curio Cabinet Display

 

  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SUNDAY 9AM 

Conxtions  

Studying - 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

The Importance of Intercession 

2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

Explorers 

Studying - Busyness 

Labor in Love 

Colossians 2:6, 20-23; 3:1-17 

  Parkway's community pantry has been very successful.  A 
great many food items have made their way to the homes 
of the hungry.  In fact, it is so successful that we 
sometimes have difficulty keeping it stocked.  On a recent 
Sunday there were about 20 items on one side of one 
shelf - and the rest of the pantry was empty.  If you have 
the time and ability please keep the pantry in mind and 
add to its contents from time to time.   

     Thank you,  

      Nathan Maddox 

Parkway Pantry Needs 

Your Help

We need volunteers to sign up to change the display in the Curio 
Cabinet.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the narthex on table with 
communion cups.  Your Sunday School class, committee or your 
family could take month for this ministry.  The month of June features 
a Noah’s made by Louie Burg and an olive wood carving of "Christ 
the Fisherman" .   

A little bit of history about the Curio Cabinet.  While Elder, Bob Deck 
purchased the cabinet and displayed in it for several years.  I 
remember one May for Mother’s Day he displayed several vintage 
hats from his antique store.  We never knew what he might put in it. 

Materials for the cabinet are in two plastic tubs marked “Curio 
Cabinet” in the store room.  For more information call Gayle 217-787-
4702 or email gayleburg@yahoo.com.  
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Emergency Preparedness Team

The Emergency Preparedness plan is being reviewed in light of the recent 
CDC guidance changes and Governor Pritzker's changes to Executive 
Emergency Orders.  If you have an interest in being a part of this team, 
please let Janet Medley know via email at medleycru@comcast.net or cell 
phone at 217/381-8475. 

 
Birthdays:  Benjamin Forness, June 2; Linda Hayes, June 4  

Anniversaries:  Larry and Karen Moose, June 7 

Our Prayers for Joys & Concerns 

 
WE CHOOSE TO SERVE:  Helped mow the church yard  
 

PRAYER CONCERNS: † Kelly Huser—Pray for the family of Marne Babcock.  She was a high 
school friend of mine. She passed away from cancer; Continued prayers for Lisa T and Karen 
T fighting cancer. † Roger and Sharon Holmes—Peg and Jane-Jane’s health post surgery for 
breast cancer;  Loreitha-Anniversary of Tom’s passing; Pat Landers-remembering the loss of 
her Mom; Paul and Terry Goff-Prayers for improvement for Paul’s health post jaw surgery and 
for Terry-post knee surgery† Sharon Seelbach—Granddaughter age 20 Sheridan can’t work or 
go to school because of infections & many ER visits the past year. Pray doctors find what 
else is wrong.†  

JOYS: : † Roger and Sharon Holmes—Gertrude at church; Iles kids water drive; Analiese is 
officially a Middle Schooler; All of the teachers and school staff who made a great year, even 
in a Pandemic-you are appreciated ! ;All of this year’s graduates † Kelly Huser—Evelyn 
graduating from HS.† Gayle Burg—We were glad to see Gertrude with us today† Larry Moose—
I want to thank Chris Boyce, Marsha Funneman and Nathan Maddox for their continuing 
service as Elders for Parkway †  

Continued Prayers:  Tom Camile; Tierra K.; Pat, Kelly, & Kit Landers; Kimee Armour; Kris Goodwin; 
Jack Peters and The McKinney family; The Flesch family; the Waterman family; all those who are 
struggling with the effects of the global pandemic; medical staff and volunteers; Wilma McKinney; 
Barb A.; Karen Alsup; Deb Dennison; Gary Wood; Ann Knutson; Lisa Tomisino; Kathy Alexander; 
Gertrude Koehler; Joe—homeless man; Lora Cline; Virginia Armour; Diane Elliff; Margaret Woodall; 
Vee Maday;  Sandy Klyber; Our Service Members and their families. 

Parkway Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

“Inviting Disciples…….Sending Apostles”  

                                                              “Come Learn…….Go Serve”  

2700 Lindbergh Blvd, Springfield, IL 62704  

Email: office@parkwaychristian.church ● Phone: (217) 787-3445 ● Website: www.parkwaychristian.church  

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/parkwaydisciples 
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