
June 8, 2021 

The Grapevine 

                                                            Strong Roots Will Prevail 

Amanda, Madison and I went to a plant sale a month or so ago that our local high school was 
having so we could show our support.  When we got there, quite a few things were picked over, but we 
managed to still buy 10 or so plants. One of those plants was a single Canna Lilly. Whenever I see Canna 
Lilies I think of my dad.  He had this one circular flower bed in the middle of my childhood yard that was 
loaded with Cannas. I was unsure where I was going to plant the Canna, but then decided to plant it in a 
very large container surrounded by Dianthus plants right at the right side of our driveway where it could 
get plenty of sun and all could see as they drove by.  

Well, it wasn’t even 24 hours and the flower pot was destroyed. I should’ve known it was a bad 
spot and the potential for destruction was there. While backing out the truck, Amanda turned her wheels 
a bit too soon and ran right over my flower container as well as the Canna itself.  When we bought the 
plant, it was small and only had about 3 small leaves emerging from its stalk.  After this incident, the 
leaves were smashed and ripped and the stalk wasn’t looking so good either.  Amanda felt horrible and 
soon after decided to get a different container and replant all of the plants within. I told her she was nuts 
and that the Canna was never going to make it. She planted it anyway. 

Yesterday after watering my garden, I walked by the Canna and was completely shocked. Not only 
has it survived, it actually looks a lot healthier and stronger than when we bought it.  I thought to myself 
“How in the world?”.  I quickly heard back “It has a strong root structure.”  Then immediately my mind 
went to Parkway Christian Church.   

I now believe God was giving me a lesson.  A lesson that I could turn around and share with all of 
you.  We all know the roots of this church are strong.  We’ve had pieces torn away here and there. We 
have had forces come against us that seemingly was trying to destroy us. Sometimes we question how we 
could even survive. Yet, we have shown up with our work gloves and our hope tending to a place (as 
Gayle puts it), where we again and again find God’s love…WHEN we get to our roots.  When we forget 
what feeds us, we will not stand sturdy and beautiful. But when we remember to keep ourselves rooted 
in Jesus and Jesus’ teachings of forgiveness and love and so much more, we will keep getting stronger and 
more beautiful. Even stronger than before.  

        Our scripture today, Jesus refers to who His family is. He says 35 Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother and sister and mother. (Mark 3:35).  Parkway, let us continue to find God’s will for us. We are in 
God’s family when we do God’s will. Let us continue to share what we can to continue to make this 
church strong and beautiful because we know strong roots will prevail.   I’m looking forward to what my 
Canna Lilly will look like in a couple months, but I’m even more excited to see what our church will look 
like in the future.  

Elder Meditation—Marsha Funneman 



Graduation Sunday Pictures 

Thank you to all that attended ! 

Congratulations to all Graduates!

Margaret Woodall’s 101st 

Birthday!

Margaret will be 101 on June 19th.  Plans are being arranged with the Eastern Star 
Home in Macon, IL.  The home is requiring a number of people who would be 
participating.  As of now we are hoping the weather is nice in order for Margaret to 
come out side.  We anticipate those who attend would all have a chance to speak with 
Margaret (at a distance).  It is about a 45-minute drive.  We would carpool from the 
church June 19th.  The time has not been determined.  If you can’t join us, we will have 
a basket at church for cards or Margaret’s address is: 9890 Star Lane, P.O. Box 317, 
Macon, IL 62544.  If you would like go to the home, call Gayle 217-787-4702 or 
email gayleburg@yahoo.com. 
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 Jim and Rita met at Eureka College and got married in 1966. Jim was drafted and 
served in Vietnam and when he returned, they took a break from church. The family 
attended the first worship service for Evangel Cristian Church which was later renamed 
Parkway Christian Church. Little did Jim and Rita realize this was seminary training for 
both of them. After 15 years at PCC, Jim was called as a temporary lay pastor at 
Chandlerville Christian Church. After 20 years, Jim retired from this “temporary” position, 
and Jim and Rita returned to PCC. Jim and Rita were blessed with 54 years of marriage, 
two terrific sons and daughter-in-laws, two granddaughters, two grandsons, and two 
supportive families (Watermans and Millspaughs), as well as two loving church families 
(Parkway Christian Church and Chandlerville Christian Church). Jim was recognized as a 
honored minister when he retired from Chandlerville and was honored by Parkway as 
Elder Emeritus. These are just a few of the events in Jim and Rita’s 54 years of marriage. 
There are so many stories- some I know, but some on you know. Please and come and 
share them on June 13

th
, and if possible write them down so Rita and the family can read 

and remember. 

Celebration of Life 

Jimmy L. Waterman 

June 13, 2021 2pm-4pm 

Please come to remember and celebrate life 

Undy Sunday is Back!
 

Did you know that underwear and socks are the most requested but least donated 
items to non-profit organizations?  These basic items are truly treasures to those 
who receive them.  Therefore Parkway will be collecting these items for the Phoenix 
Center on the following Sundays in June…6

th
, 13

th
, and 20

th
. 

We will be collecting all sizes of men’s and women’s underwear and socks, as well 
as laundry pods and dryer sheets.  A table will be set-up at the back of the church 
to collect these items.  Also, if you would like to give a monetary donation please 
indicate “UndySunday” in the memo line of you check. 

     Thank you,  

      Diaconate 



                

  

CHURCH CALENDAR  

Thursday,  June 10 

Al-Anon 6:30PM 

Diaconate, 7:00PM 

Sunday, June 13 

Jim Waterman’s  

      Celebration of Life, 2:00PM 

Tuesday, June 15 

Board Meeting, 7 PM 

Thursday, June 17 

Al-Anon, 6:30PM 

Monday, June 21 

Membership, 6:30PM 
Curio Cabinet Display

  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SUNDAY 9AM 

Conxtions  

Studying - 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

The Value of Work 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 

Explorers 

Studying - Busyness 

Serve with Joy 

           John 13:1-17: 15:9-12 

  

Parkway's community pantry has been very successful.  A 
great many food items have made their way to the homes 
of the hungry.  In fact, it is so successful that we 
sometimes have difficulty keeping it stocked.  On a recent 
Sunday there were about 20 items on one side of one 
shelf - and the rest of the pantry was empty.  If you have 
the time and ability please keep the pantry in mind and 
add to its contents from time to time.   

     Thank you,  

      Nathan Maddox 

We need volunteers to sign up to change the display in the Curio 
Cabinet.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the narthex on table 
with communion cups.  Your Sunday School class, committee or 
your family could take month for this ministry.  The month of June 
features a Noah’s made by Louie Burg and an olive wood carving 
of "Christ the Fisherman" .   

A little bit of history about the Curio Cabinet.  While Elder, Bob 
Deck purchased the cabinet and displayed in it for several years. I 
remember one May for Mother’s Day he displayed several vintage 
hats from his antique store.  We never knew what he might put in 
it. 

Materials for the cabinet are in two plastic tubs marked “Curio 
Cabinet” in the store room.  For more information call Gayle 217-
787-4702 or email gayleburg@yahoo.com.  

Parkway Pantry Needs 

Your Help

Volunteer Opportunity

We are looking for volunteers to turn on the sound system by 7:45 AM as 
well as  someone to turn it off after the 10:30 AMservice. It should take a 
matter of minutes to train someone to do this, and about 5 minutes to turn 
it on and off. The volunteer(s) should be regular 8AM attendees for the 
turning on and  regular 10:30 AM attendees for turning off.  Thank you! 

Thank you so much to all who donated bottled water to help Springfield’s 
homeless for my school project! I appreciate it so much.  

       Have a great Summer,  

         Analiese 

Thank You Note
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Parkway Church Important Updates and Info

Our Board Moderator, Janet Medley, would like to let everyone know that 
our regional pastor is reaching out this week to do planning for the “Healthy 
Congregation” program.  

Also, if you have any further questions about the recent division in 
Parkway, you are welcome to reach out to Janet. It is best to call after 6PM 
at 217-381-8475 or email medleycru@comcast.net. 

 

Birthdays:  Gene Noel, June 10; Evelyn Heady, June 11  

Anniversaries:  There are none which we are aware 

Our Prayers for Joys & Concerns 

 
WE CHOOSE TO SERVE:  There were none shared this week. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS: † CCIW Prayer Calendar—FCC Maywood, Second CC Rockford, 
Washington Park CC Rockford; Riverview Park CC, St. Joseph, MI† Kelly Huser—Prayers 
for my sister in law,  Tammy,  she fell off a ladder and broke her arm. She had surgery and 
is now home recovering; Lisa T and Karen T fighting cancer. † Roger and Sharon Holmes—
Netra Cochran-Health, Peg and Jane † Gayle Burg—Friend Pat lost her 4-legged 
companion, Toby; Prayers for Judy Large's family, Christopher & Debbie.† Janet Medley-
Pray that all who enter our doors will feel welcome and loved.† Lynda Maddox-My sister, 
Cynthia, health concerns.†   

JOYS: : † Roger and Sharon Holmes—Thank you to the ECWF for putting together such a 
wonderful celebration for Parkway graduates. You are the best!; All Parkways graduates; 
Beautiful weather † Kelly Huser—Graduation celebration at church, thank you ECWF for 
hosting; New babies born to some of my friends!† Kathy Stratton—We were safe after 
having a tire blowout on our camper...went on to have a wonderful weekend 
camping.†Janet Medley—Congratulations to all our graduates and thanks to those who 
provided the lovely reception; Thanks to the members of the ECWF who scrubbed the 
kitchen and bathrooms until they sparkled!!†  

Continued Prayers:  Tom Camile; Tierra K.; Pat, Kelly, & Kit Landers; Kimee Armour; Kris 
Goodwin; Jack Peters and The McKinney family; The Flesch family; the Waterman family; all 
those who are struggling with the effects of the global pandemic; medical staff and volunteers; 
Wilma McKinney; Barb A.; Karen Alsup; Deb Dennison; Gary Wood; Ann Knutson; Lisa Tomisino; 
Kathy Alexander; Gertrude Koehler; Joe—homeless man; Lora Cline; Virginia Armour; Diane 
Elliff; Margaret Woodall; Vee Maday;  Sandy Klyber; Our Service Members and their families. 

Parkway Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

“Inviting Disciples…….Sending Apostles”  

                                                              “Come Learn…….Go Serve”  

2700 Lindbergh Blvd, Springfield, IL 62704  

Email: office@parkwaychristian.church ● Phone: (217) 787-3445 ● Website: www.parkwaychristian.church  

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/parkwaydisciples 

 


