
August 24, 2021 

The Grapevine 

As a result of three members recently testing positive for COVID and due to the evolving 
nature of the disease, several Board members met to discuss revisions to the Emergency 
Preparedness Plan in order to best serve the congregation.  Below are amendments to 
the plan, along with reminders of important points to be aware of when entering the 
building. 

 Building Plan 

• Masks and sign-ins are once again required when entering the building during non-service hours.   

• Use disinfecting wipes on any surfaces you touch in the building. 

• Confine your presence to the area of your business at the church. 

• Respect social distancing when encountering others in the building. 

 Sunday Worship 

• Diaconate/greeters will continue to check attendance for potential contact tracing. 

• Masks are required at all times during the service and presence in the building. 

• Attendees should pick up their own communion cups that will be laid out on the table individually, 
not in the basket. 

• Chair rows will be placed six feet apart. 

• Leave at least 3 chairs between you and anyone not in your household/family. 

• Singing will be discontinued due to the highly transmissible nature of the Delta variant. 

• Paper bulletins will be distributed by the Diaconate/greeters wearing gloves. After the service they 
should be placed in the recycle box at the back of the church or taken home for recycling there. 

• Prayer Joys/Concerns will need to be emailed or phoned into the office. 

• If anyone needs help opening communion cups, raise your hand to receive assistance from Elder/
Diaconate. The Elder/Diaconate will either glove or sanitize their hands prior to helping. 

• Dispose of the communion cup in the trash cans on your way out. 

• Please exit the building promptly after the service, observing social distancing and wearing your 
mask until you are outside.  Socializing should be outside the building for now, and handshaking/
hugs/other physical contacts are discouraged at this time. 

        Continued on next page 
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Other Notes 

• All chairs will be sanitized after each service.  Regular cleaning of the rest of the building will 
continue as usual. 

• Sunday School will be temporarily discontinued due to the highly transmissible nature of the Delta 
variant.   

• All duties in the service will revert to the Elder and Rev. Cici; any volunteers for the Scripture 
reading or gathering prayer will not be needed for now. 

•  What to do if you test positive: 

1. Please call the church office, an Elder, or the Moderator as soon as possible. Please call 
before you post to any social media or share with other church members.  

2. Provide the service or meeting you attended, along with anyone who sat around you for 
personal notification. 

3. Inform us if you were anywhere in the building besides the sanctuary for cleaning purposes. 

4. Your name will be kept confidential, unless you give permission to share it with anyone in 
that service or meeting.   

5. Stay home for 14 days, or according to the latest guidance from the CDC or Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH).  

• Due to the highly transmissible nature of the Delta variant, we unfortunately anticipate additional 
positive tests in the future.  Anytime the church is informed of a positive test, we will immediately 
share as much information as possible with all the people who were in attendance at that service/
meeting.  We will not be closing the church but will pay special attention to sanitizing any areas 
where the person was when contagious.  

• If you are informed of a positive test in the service you attended, and especially if you are informed 
you were sitting near that person, please pay special attention to your own health and contact your 
health care provider for guidance.    

• We do not expect to close the church again due to positive tests at this time; that may change based 
on future circumstances.  For now, however, we encourage you to make the decision that is best for 
your health regarding attendance in-person.  We are looking into ways we might resume streaming 
the service online.  

•  Two Final Reminders: 

1. Please stay home if you are feeling unwell, even if you believe it is just allergies or a 
cold.  You will feel better getting extra rest, and you might be protecting those around you 
from getting sick. 

2. Vaccinations are still available to the community. Boosters will soon be available for those 
who are already fully vaccinated as well. You are encouraged to contact your healthcare 
provider to discuss the vaccination and boosters. 

 



Healthy Congregations Training  
Wonderful Attendance and Participation for Session 3! 

More Training Sessions Coming Soon 

 

As we continue through our Healthy Congregations Training, we would 
like everyone to know that all members and friends of Parkway are 
invited to these sessions. Our first 3 sessions are complete, but there are 
several more scheduled. The August 23rd session was postponed, but we 
will pick up where we left off on September 13th. All sessions are being 
held from 6 PM to 8 PM at the church and the future sessions are as 
follows: Sept 13, 27; October 11, 25.  There will be an additional date 
added as well.  All current COVID safety guidelines will be followed for 
these meetings.  

This training is an opportunity to learn about Family Systems Theory as it 
applies to churches.  It is a way of looking at a congregation to see how 
everyone connects within the church family system.  We will learn to be 
aware of ourselves and others and how to best work together.  

In the most recent session, with the assistance of Rev. Ellen and Rev. 
Melissa, we started to look closely at our church timeline which so many 
have contributed to over the past 4 weeks.  Many participated in the 
conversations about our timeline contributing thoughts, memories, facts 
and more. 

Thank you again to all that are participating in these training sessions. 
The attendance has been wonderful.  

                Elder Marsha Funneman 



                

  

CHURCH CALENDAR  

Tuesday, August 24 

Elders Meeting 7 PM 

Thursday, August 26 

Al-Anon 6;30 PM 

Monday, August 30 

Al-Anon 6:45 PM 

Thursday , September 2 

Diaconate 7 PM 

Al-Anon 6:30 PM 

  

Volunteers Needed: 

Curio Cabinet Display 

We still need volunteers to sign up to change the display in the 

Curio Cabinet.  A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex on 

table with communion cups.  Your Sunday School class, 

committee or your family could take month for this 

ministry.  The month of August was completed by Gayle Burg 

and features a “Back to School Theme”. 

 

Save The Date 

Sunday, Sept 19 for church picnic after 10:30 
am service.   Menu to include Hot Dogs and 
Hamburgers by our Master Griller, Larry 
Werline.  More Picnic details to follow. To be 
hosted by Membership Committee.  

         Jan Day, Membership Chair  

 

Parkway Family, I am sharing a scripture for encouragement. One of my 

favorite scripture passages which I turn to often. May God bless and be with 

you all.  

      Elder Marsha Funneman 

Philippians 4:6-7 (NRSV) 

6 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. 
7 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.    



Our Prayers for Joys & Concerns 

 
WE CHOOSE TO SERVE: There were none shared this week 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Peg O’Connell—†Continued prayers for Jane. She is still in the 
hospital†Kathy Stratton—Healing prayers for Sharon Scott†Monica Penman—Dave was at 
MMC urgent care Sunday for possible cellulitis or blood clot. Ended up going to MMC ER 
Monday...prayers for a good treatment†Kelly Huser—Prayers for Lisa T fighting cancer and 
is very sick! May have surgery as well†Marsha Funneman—Prayers for my nephew Scott 
who has COVID. He has 2 young children and the 2 year old James was recently diagnosed 
with RSV. Prayers that COVID doesn’t infect  James as well;Silent Concern†Judy Large—
Prayers for everyone in Afghanistan and our country† 

 

JOYS--Marsha Funneman--†Grateful for the leaders I am able to work alongside at 
Parkway; Grateful for all the people at Parkway; Grateful for the volunteers that have 
recently helped with several jobs/tasks around the church† 

  

Birthdays: Kathy Alexander, August 26; Sharon Holmes, August 26; Al Fagg, August 27,  

    Lynda Maddox, August 29; Peg O’Connell August 29  
Anniversaries: None we are aware of this week 

Continued Prayers:  Tom Camile; Tierra K.; Landers Family; Armour/Goodwin family; Jack 

Peters; McKinney family; Flesch family; Waterman family; all those who are struggling with the 

effects of the global pandemic; medical staff and volunteers; Barb A.; Karen Alsup; Deb 

Dennison; Gary Wood; Ann Knutson; Lisa Tomisino; Kathy Alexander; Gertrude Koehler; Joe—

homeless man; Lora Cline; Margaret Woodall; Vee Maday; Sandy Klyber; Service Members and 

families; Kim Rawe; Karen Temples; Roy W. 

Parkway Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

“Inviting Disciples…….Sending Apostles”  

                                                              “Come Learn…….Go Serve”  

2700 Lindbergh Blvd, Springfield, IL 62704  

Email: office@parkwaychristian.church ● Phone: (217) 787-3445 ● Website: www.parkwaychristian.church  

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/parkwaydisciples 

 


