The Grapevine
November 16, 2021
Elder Meditation—Nathan Maddox
Excluding political ads, one of the most deceptive advertisements I have ever read was in the real estate
section of the classified ads. It offered for sale a “maintenance free” house. As far as I know, no such
thing exists. All houses need maintenance, and if you don’t keep up with them small drips become large
leaks, and damp wood becomes rotted wood. Houses don’t maintain themselves.
The current projects at our house include installing new replacement window inserts. You remove the old
sashes, take out the trim boards down to the frame of the old window, then insert and anchor the new
window in the old frame. The first one I did was in the garage. I wanted to make sure I could do it before
moving on to the part of the house we really live in. Actually, that move hasn’t been made yet, but I have
two replacement window inserts in the garage that I’ll get around to putting in our living room windows
some day.
The other current project is building new drawers for our kitchen cabinets. The cabinets now have
wooden drawer faces with plastic drawers. (Plastic was all the rage when our house was built.) I’m
building new wooden drawers and then I will attach the wooden drawer facings to the new drawers. I’m
building 14 drawers and each has 5 pieces of wood – front, back, sides and bottom. That’s 70 pieces of
wood, all cut to the (I hope) right dimensions. I used a dado blade to cut one-quarter inch deep and wide
grooves along the bottoms of the front, back and sides, one-quarter inch from the bottom edge. I used a
Kreg jig to drill holes for pocket screws in the fronts and backs. (It turns out you have to drill the holes and
cut the groves in the right places on the right pieces or you end up having to do some over.) Now all I
have to do is put 70 pieces together in the right combination to make 14 drawers that will fit in the
cabinets where the old drawers used to be. As I said, houses don’t maintain themselves. They require
constant attention and action on the part of the homeowner.
In some ways I feel my Christian faith is like a house. It doesn’t maintain itself. In large things and small
there are too many temptations, too many shortcuts, too many opportunities to turn a blind eye.
Sometimes we do or say things by reflex instead of reflection. One of those times happened to me just
yesterday. I was at the checkout in the garden center of the Walmart across the street. An obviously
homeless woman walked into the store with her dog following her on a leash. The cashier said she
doesn’t mind giving money to the homeless, but she refuses to give money to a homeless person who has
a dog. If they can afford to feed a dog they should be able to feed themselves.
My reflex reaction was to agree with the cashier. I have seen the same thing before and thought the same
way. However, when I stopped to reflect on the situation and ask myself if there is a more Christian way
to think about it, I looked at that dirty, disheveled, poorly dressed homeless woman again and I realized
that dog may be the only thing in this world that cares about that woman.
Who am I to deprive her of that love and comfort? Who am I to judge?

A Few Pictures From The Veteran’s Day Service 2021
(A copy of Sonia Schmitgen’s speech is available for all to read on the bulletin board
and at the back of the sanctuary.)

E.C.W.F. Annual
COOKIE WALK!
Start Your Ovens!
Our annual Cookie Walk will be Saturday, November 20, 2021. The doors will open at 8:00 a.m. and
run until 11:00 a.m. Covid protocol will be followed. Masks are required and gloves will be placed in
the boxes. If you are not comfortable with a mask one of our members will be happy to fill a box of
cookies of your choice.
This is a big fund raiser for the Evening Christian Women’s Fellowship. The money raised goes to
outreach and to the church. In the past we have been able to purchase refrigerators, a freezer, a
dishwasher and helped towards restoration of the sign by Veteran’s Parkway. We have also donated
to Wounded Warriors, Honors Flights, flagpoles at Camp Butler and local charities.
We are requesting your donation of homemade cookies and breads. We also sell candies and snacks.
Please contribute something you enjoy making. We have trays available at the church for you to take
home and put your baked goods on and return to the church on Friday, November 19. The church will
be open that day to receive your things. There will also be a piece of paper to fill out on each of your
items that help with the name of it and if it has nuts in it. We are aware of allergies and want to have
the information available for those that could be affected.
If you prefer not to bake you may donate money to help with the cost of the ingredients. We can use
help to set up and take down for this event. We would appreciate your prayers and support for this
fundraiser.
See more information below about what a “cookie walk” is as well as the Hallmark ornaments that
will be available for purchase as well this year!
Thank you,

Evening Christian Women’s Fellowship
What Is A Cookie Walk?
A cookie walk is an event where you can purchase your choice of cookies that are displayed on trays. You are
given gloves and box at the door. The sweet treats will be throughout the sanctuary. You may place the treats
you want in the box. The box is weighed after you have made your selection. You are charged by that weight.
We are charging $6.00 per pound. There will also be some things that are individually priced such as a bag of
pizzelle cookies or fudge. Hope to see you there.
Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments
We are fortunate this year to have received a donation of
several Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments from one of our
members. These ornaments will be on display at the
Cookie Walk and are available for purchase. You fans of
some of the series will be excited to see the collections.

Parkway Christian Church Matthew 25 Moment

Learn a Little About Our New Members
Mike and Linda Hood
(Submitted by Membership Committee)

Hello from Mike and Linda Hood, new members of Parkway.
We retired and moved to Pleasant Plains three years ago from Eureka, IL to
be closer to our family. In December, we will be celebrating our 50th
wedding Anniversary. Wow, just a short 53 years ago we met at Eureka
College. Our first date was to see the movie Romeo and Juliet. Second
date was to a sorority dance. Upon graduation, Linda taught 5th grade at
Eureka Middle School for 34 years and Mike became a jack-of-all trades.
(From being a blueprint boy to the owner of a bowling alley.). If you have
time, you can ask him about his other positions.
Together we have a daughter and son, Linda has daughter from before
Mike, and we have six grandchildren. Besides family activities, we have
enjoyed pets, camping, and biking. We still enjoy traveling, snorkeling,
reading, crafting, church activities and doing/watching all kinds of
sports. Our lives have been blessed. Thank you, God!

The Disciples Mission Fund Thanksgiving Offering takes place
Sunday, November 14th and Sunday, November 21st.
The Thanksgiving Offering supports Disciples colleges, universities
and theological institutions. Disciples have a long history of postsecondary and theological education. This offering provides a
direct connection to 15 colleges and universities, 7 seminaries and
theological programs. Gifts from this offering continue the
Disciples tradition of developing leaders for our communities and
the Church

Advent Poinsettias!

We will again be offering the opportunity to purchase a poinsettia to be placed in
the sanctuary during the Advent season. They may be purchased in memory
of OR in honor of someone. The cost is $10 and checks can be made out to
Parkway Christian Church. Order forms will be in the bulletins the next 2
Sundays or you can pick one up at the office during office hours. Please fill out
an order form and drop it in the basket located near the entrance. You may also
mail in your order to the church address, 2700 Lindbergh Blvd. 62704. Orders
are due by Nov. 21st.

Parkway Christian Church will have our traditional
"Hanging of the Greens" on November 28th after 10:30
Worship. We join together as Christians to decorate our
sanctuary with anticipation of Christ’s coming.
The sign up sheet will be in the back of the sanctuary on
the table. Each elder is assigned a task for the
decorating. Please choose which task you’d like to help
with and sign up for that one.
Sandwiches will be provided!
Elder Marsha Funneman

CHURCH CALENDAR

Angel Tree

Tuesday, November 16
Board Meeting 7 PM
Thursday, November 18

The Diaconate have decided to have two Angel Trees again this
year. The Angel Trees will be available on Sunday November 21,
2021. Each tree with be handled a little different this year so see
details below.
Sandburg Elementary Angel Tree
There will be tags for 26 children placed on the tree. Please pick a
tag(s) for a child and then place your name by your child on the list
provided. Please return your wrapped gift, as we are not planning a
wrapping party this year, with your child’s name clearly marked on
the gift or gifts by December 19, 2021. Please sign the list again
when you return your gift or gifts to the church. There is a $25
spending limit on each child.
Senior Center Angel Tree
There will be tags for 25 seniors placed on the tree. Please pick a
tag(s) for a senior and place your name by the senior you selected
on the list provided. This year the name, address and suggested
gifts for each senior is provided on the tag, and you will be
responsible for shopping online and shipping your gift(s) to your
senior. Please sign the list again when you have purchased and
shipped your gift. There is a $25 spending limit on each senior.

Al-Anon 6:30 PM
Saturday, November 20
Cookie Walk 8-11 AM
Monday, November 22
Al-Anon 6:45 PM
Tuesday, November 23
Elder’s Meeting 7 PM
Thursday, November 25
Thanksgiving
Office Closed
Monday, November 29
Al-Anon 6:45 PM

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY 9AM

Conxtions
Studying 1 & 2 Peter
Explorers
Studying Acts

Elementary Class
Studying Genesis

Birthdays: Megan Hoffman, November 19; Loreitha Williams, November 21
Anniversaries: Larry and Rita Werline, November 16

Our Prayers for Joys & Concerns
WE CHOOSE TO SERVE: †Chose to start plans for Parkways 40th Anniversary and
VBS for summer of 2022; Sorted food for thanksgiving baskets †

PRAYER CONCERNS: CCIW Prayer Calendar—†United CC Country Club Hills, FCC

Dixon, FCC DuQuoin†Kathy Stratton—†My Aunt Wilma is in her final days. Prayers for a
peaceful passing; My Uncle Floyd will start Hospice Care soon. Prayers for peaceful/pain
free final days for him†Gail Buoy— Prayers for Linda Maddox†Kelly Huser— Prayers for
my good friend, like a brother to me, Earl H, has complications from Covid and is in
hospital; Health concern for Glen H, Susan F, Lisa T, Karen T, Liese D, Sue M, Jennie M,
aunt Justine, Kim R, Jane T, Gayle B, Adam M, aunt Kathy, Lynda M†Linda Hayes— Karla
and Nick†Sharon Seelbach— Pray for Sheridan to find a solution to her pelvic pain attacks
-endometriosis†Gayle Burg—Al F. (Fagg) has pneumonia; Jennie M. recovering surgery;
Lynda M. health; Good turnout for Parkway's Cookie Walk; Self-health concerns; Linda R.
(Reed) surgery the 17th; Kathy R. has been under the weather†Roger and Sharon
Holmes—Sharon’s Mom; All those fighting cancer: Coleen, Lisa, Lynda; Analiese: many
performances this week-prayers that she (and all students) stay healthy at this busy time;
Those traveling for holidays† Janet Medley—Concerns for those with cancer; Those who
are hungry; Those who are homeless; Those who are in despair; That all may know the
healing power of Jesus' love; Our house is finally on the market, prayers it will sell
quickly†Marsha Funneman—Prayers for all to have a safe and healthy holiday
season†Judy Large—Silent prayers; Prayers for Linda and Nathan†

JOYS: †Gayle Burg— I went to see Margaret W. last week, she is doing well. We laughed

at our hair, we couldn't decide whose hair was the longest!†Judy Large—Deb D is doing
better; Meeting the Ruth family†Kelly Huser— Susan surgery went well; Aunt Justine back
at home†Janet Medley—We are a loving, giving church with people who are so willing to
step up and lead or assist in whatever needs done; Especially grateful for those agreeing
to serve as officers†Roger and Sharon Holmes—Veterans service-Thank you, Veterans;
Analiese was able to participate in the Veterans parade with SHS marching band; Choir
rehearsal is back-looking forward to Christmas; Diaconate Thanksgiving basket
collection for Sandburg families; The giving spirit of our members-it is beginning to feel
like Parkway again!!! †Marsha Funneman—I am great aunt for the 16th time, healthy baby
boy Jensen was born this past week†

Prayers for Joys and Concerns on Next Page

Our Prayers for Joys & Concerns Cont.

Continued Prayers: Tom Camile; Tierra K.; Landers Family; Armour/Goodwin family; Jack
Peters; McKinney family; Flesch family; Waterman family; all those who are struggling with the
effects of the global pandemic; medical staff and volunteers; Barb A.; Karen Alsup; Deb
Dennison; Gary Wood; Ann Knutson; Lisa Tomisino; Kathy Alexander; Gertrude Koehler; Joe—
homeless man; Lora Cline; Margaret Woodall; Vee Maday; Sandy Klyber; Service Members and
families; Kim Rawe; Karen Temples

Parkway Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
“Inviting Disciples…….Sending Apostles”
“Come Learn…….Go Serve”
2700 Lindbergh Blvd, Springfield, IL 62704
Email: office@parkwaychristian.church ● Phone: (217) 787-3445 ● Office Hours M-F 8:30 to 1:30
Website: www.parkwaychristian.church
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